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ann on any e Mende of . 
; thoſe Kingdoms it may have occaſion to 
= with, to be upon a conſtant and 
unmwearied Guard, to maintain unimpaired 
2 - that Advantage which Providence and the 
==. "fine Diſpoſition of the People to naval Af- 
lairs, gives it over all other Countries; 
for we have Inſtances in Viſtory, where 
Governments that have boaſted, and not 
without ſome Reaſon, the Stren oth of their 
Eſtabliſhment, not more from prudent and 
- Wholeſome Laws, than their own outward 
Bulwarks and Fortifications, have either 
rhro an Indolent Preſumption of Security, - 
odr too narrow an Encouragement to thoſe 
who are the moſt neceſſary towards im- 
. proving or preſerving the Benefit of ſuch 
Fortifications, been unwarily ſurprized, and 
ſometimes entirely unhing d by an Enemy 
they have been flatter d by frequent Sue- 
ceſſes to deſpiſe. Great Britain indeed is 
at this time, and has been for many Years 
amply provided with the moſt ready Pre- 
cautions againſt the leaſt Danger of under- 
going ſo unhappy and fo irretrieveable 
Revolution; but I hope, nevertheleſs; I 
mall not be judg'd either a timid or an 
unworthy Subject, if I ſhould uſe my ableſt 
E udeavours to propos in a manner that 
. 8 deſerve 8 van — of the 
—Þ Le- 
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1 Legit lative Body, a Method; 8 AX . 
humbly conceive, the preſent wiſe A; mi 20 | 
2 niſtration may leave to lateſt Poſterity 28 

2 Plan, which, if rightly followed and ob- 
ſeryed by them, will ſecure to them as in» 

fallible a Bulwark of Defence as that. 
wh nut this time not only reflects a Glo·ʒũ 
ry on our own Country, but commands 4 N 
both the Dread and Homage of all Eu. | 
rope. By this Bulwark of Security, which 

TI would "ora to be left as a Legacy to 
ueceeding Ages, I believe every Engliſb- 
man who has the leaſt Knowled ge of 

his own Country, will eaſily perceive, I 
mean only the Naval Force of England LO 
under the benign Influence of proper, _— 
tain and laſting Encouragement. The 

Land- Forces of Great-Britain, according 5 

to their yearly Eſtabliſhment, being no 
more than what may properly be ſaid to 

be in part for a neceſſary Guard to 2271 1 
5 Majeſty s Perſon, and to diſcountenancb 
any evil Attempts from that Spirit of Fa- 
ction which has too long lurk'd, and has 
ſometimes broke openly out amongſt thoſe. 
whom their own ſiniſter Views of Intereſt, 

or their Bigotry to a malignant Set of 
Principles, render Enemies to all the vir-" 
tuous Inclinations of a good Prince, 4 5 
the beſt Abilities of an honeſt and able 
1 F af 


SLE Miniſtry: Very far 5 r 1 9 the 
that additional | Atﬀſoſavens: on the People, 
. but on ſuch deſirable Terms, and te pur- 
cChaſe ſuch valuable Ends as will make 
„ Contributions as Nie Bonn as NAA | 
. may be uſeful. : IIS 
„ann 5 r of a C 
S that groan under an eden 
Power, be thought to conſiſt more in the 
abject Vaſſalage and entire Reſignation of 
the Subjects to the abſolute Will and Au- 
thority of the Prince, than i | 


in the natural 
and voluntary Diſpoſition o f them to ren- 
dier themſelves or their Sovereign in a 
Condition, to be either. co rc by the 
? Neighbouring Nations for their Friend- 
ſhip, or dreaded for their Bravery,” Reſo- 
lution and Power. In ours, under fo well 
temper d a Mixture of the ſeveral Branches 
of Government, where one Part bears fo 
Happy a Connection with, and is ſo ſtrong 
1 a Check (if any Occaſion ſhould ever hap- 
5 pen for it) to hol raſh or imprudent Steps 
85 the other, the Magnificence and Gran- 
deur of the Crown is the free Affection 
of the People, from a Conſciouſneſs of 
their being indebted to it for their Pre- 
ſervation from any immediate Approach 
| {6 Danger, and the moſt e n Pre- 
. cautions pan a future one. From th 
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conceive at ſeeing it not only capable of ſe- 


oh 


_ curing itſelf, but caſting a Dread into all 
others, I am led to offer the following 


5 'Thoug hts to the Publick, And I cannot ” 
| dessen but that the Generality of thoſe 


Perſons who Ile be more particularly 
and nearly intereſted in what I ſhall pro- 
poſe,” will think I have not made Choice 


of an imprope 
advance 9 th 
ſervations on the Benefit of keeping up the 


naval Strength of this Kingdom. When 


bis Majeſty in his moſt gracious Speech at 


the opening of this Seſſion of Parliament, 
recommended to the ſpeedieſt Care of the 
Houſe, the making an early Proviſion to 
enable him to fit out a ſtrong Fleet by 


_ the beginning of the Spring, it cannot 


be denied, but that the Parliament pur- 
ſued the Royal Inſtructions with the moſt 
chearful Alacrity, nor has the Admiralty 
been lefs diligent and expeditious in ta- 
king all the moſt proper Meaſures in their 
PORES! that the Parliamentary Proviſion - 


might be laid out to the beſt Advantage, 


in obtaining a competent Number of the 
moſt able Sailors to man the Navy. Two 


Squadrons have W failed* to thoſe 
_— Parts 


ber Seaſon at this Time to 
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act for the fas of the Nation an 


„ lt . 1 4 
nd its 
Alliances, and another conſiderable: one is 


gat this time in a Readineſs to execute 
_ - whatever the State of Affairs may require. 
I .'hat this is an indiſputable Evidence of our 
Strength and 1 preferable to that 
of any other Government, thoſe. only who 
are Enemies to our: Happineſs, and. whoſe 


baſe Projects may be in danger of being 


| Harrer by it, ” wal Sins the open Im- 


Et Sentiments, the ſame Felicity may be, ob. 1 
_ tained and preſerved on a much ſurer- and 
more durable Foundation than at pre- 
ſent, I flatter my ſelf, that I ſhall not 
riſque the Cenſure of any good. and iſe. 


Man. 


rudence to Allo, But if I preſume to : 
ew a Method, whereby, in my humble 
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Were 4 Act of parliament. to 95 p 


for eſtabliſhing Ten Thouſand able. Sea 
men certain for ever for the King's. Ser- 
vice, I ſhall venture to affirm, that I can 
8 plainly demonſtrate, that the Advantages 
Which would accrue, to every Part of the 


Nation in general from it, would render 


the extraordinary Expence of ſuch Eſta- 
bliſhment, if any at all, very inconſidera- 

ble. Should any one, ſtartled at the very. 
. ſound of Tuch A a large Number of. Men, 
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. withor ut. giving himſelf either 
tience to conſult any r the Mirko 
of this Propoſal, -ask, in Objection to it, 
what Occaſion the Coven ent would: "NY 
during the Time of a Peace, which may 
ſometimes hold very probably for ten or 
twenty Tears, to encumber it ſelf with 
ſuch Numbers of a Set of People, who i ” 
their Opinion muſt be very unneceflar; 
mall requeſt of him, only his candi "a 
ruſal of the Whole, and doubt not but to 
find him much better reconcil'd to me- 
To acquit my ſelf therefore as I have 
_ promiſed, I ſhall diſpoſe my Ar 
for pu tting in Execution what I have ad- 
vanc' d, and the Benefits which I conclude: 
muſt neceſſarily: ariſe from it, in the fol- 
i lowing Manner. 8 
By the Advance-Money whats ſhould 5 
given, and the Certainty of not being dif- 
miſs d, after any ſhort. Expedition, from 
his Majeſty 8 ae to make what Pro- 
viſion they can for themſelves, in that g 
others, the Number of Voluntiers that 
would immediately offer themſelves, would 
very quickly make up the Liſt propoſed; 
nor would the Manner, in which thay 
ſhould be employ'd, even at thoſe Times, 
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1 ment of every 
Particular belonging to the Ship; Whilſt 


pert in the entire Manag 


the other Part of them, or as many as 
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| not exceed. one Half of the Number: uns 
employ d in his Ma jeſty's Fleet, ſnall have 


a Permit for à Near, to ſail in ſuch Veſ- 
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1 acquire 
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may ſuch Regulations, that no One 
_ Veſſel Thould take in more than an equal 
Proportion of the ſaid Sailors. As for In-, 
ſtance, If three Veſſels lay in the ſame 
„ ſuppoſing eaeh Veſſel to carry ten 
Hands and five of his Majeſty's Men 
mould offer themſelves only to one of 
theſe three Ships, they 1 not be al- 
lowed to go all together in that one Vel. 1 
ſel, but ſhall diſtribute themſelves amongſt 
the three, and that Veſlel whoſe Lot „ 


Was to have but one, ſhall receive the 
next King's Man that comes to enter him- 
fel at that Port, as his fair Dividend. 
No Owners. or Mafters of the Veſſels be- 
foxe- mention d, ſhall prefer in their firſt 
Choice of the Hands they 1 to ſhip, 
any other Sailors to tho belonging to 
his Majeſty; but if no Application is made 

om any of them, the Captains may de 


at their Diſcretion to receive. others for 


the whole Voyage. And for the further 
Eaſe of the Tad eſtabliſhed: Number of 


[; Seamen, and to make them in every De- 
gtee more uſeful to the Government; af. 
der the Expiration of the Year, for which 
_ Permit Was granted to one Half of 

them to go into the Merchants Service, 
1 . may be: an Exchango- of Stations 
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i 25 the: Other Ha F: Ama were = 
And employ d at Home. F rom hence, there- 
fore, 1 ſhall dare to repeat what I have 
before aſſerted e. That the Grandeur 
and Seeurity of the Nation will ſtand up- 
on an immoveable/and un periſbable Baſis; 
and add, That the Inconveniences which: 
the Merchants may otherwiſe ſuſtain, from 
_ having'moſt of the Hands in their Vellels, 
during the Time of a' War, impreſs d, per- 
Fog as they are clearing-out for their 
and loaden” with Commodities 
wht ny be in Danger of being greatly. 
damaged by ſuch a Retardment to their 
S Ang, will immediately vaniſh, and the 
App dach, or Declaration of a War, car- 
ry with it none of the ill Effects on the 
Apprehenfions of the trading People, which 
1 may have at pref Te Number of 
Sailors which the Govemment upon this 
Scheme may have occaſion to diſtribute a 
mongſt them, 'onght, very far from wing 
judg'd an Act of Compullion, to be re- 
ceiv d as the ſtrongeſt rede of its Le- 


Intereſt. The King's Men, it is to be pre- 
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What they may otherwiſe be oblig d to 
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2 employ d in the home and neighbour: 
Trade, there may freallx be thirty 
1 Thonfand, then, wers the whole, ela- 
bliſn'd Number of his Majeſtyſs Samen di- 
kributed equally among the Merchants, 
in the room of fome of the others, ſuch 
Seamen would. be but one T hird of each 
lement ; ſo that the Mer? 
chants can neither ſeruple to receive ſo 


5 few, to the Prejudice of the other, Sailors; 
nor think it any Grievance to par: with 
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